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As regards Japan his conclusions are as
follows:

" In Japan the prostitute's lot is not so degraded
as in China. The greater refinement of Japanese
civilisation allows the prostitute to retain a higher
degree of self-respect. She is sometimes regarded
with pity, but less often with contempt. She may
associate openly with men, ultimately be married,
often to men of good social class, and rank as a
respectable woman. * In riding from Tokyo to
Yokohama, the past winter,3 Coltman observes
(The Chinese, 1900, p. 113), 41 saw a party of four
young men and three quite pretty and gaily-painted
prostitutes in the same car who were having a
glorious time. They had two or three bottles of
various liquors, oranges, and fancy cakes, and they
ate, drank, and sang, besides playing jokes on each
other and frolicking like so many kittens. You
may travel the whole length of the Chinese Empire
and never witness such a scene.* Yet the history of
Japanese prostitutes (which has been written in an
interesting and well-informed book, The Nightless
City, by an English student of Sociology who re-
mains anonymous) shows that prostitution in Japan
has not only been severely regulated, but very widely
looked down upon, and that Japanese prostitutes
have often had to suffer greatly. They were at one
time practically slaves and often treated with much

esteem, the prostitutes, who are now subject to medical examination
twice a week, still attach no disgrace to their profession, and easily
find husbands afterwards. Potter (Sohrab andRmtum, pp. 168 et seq.)
gives references as regards peoples widely dispersed in the Old World
and the New, among whom the young women have practised
prostitution to obtain a dowry. Op. cit.> p. 233.